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Overview of the Year

The most significant success for Geography over the last year has been identifying what Geography content
has been taught and reviewing this with a whole-school lens in comparison to the National Curriculum. We
have identified gaps that need addressing as well as irrelevant/repeated content that can be adapted or
removed to ensure the key skills and knowledge is being taught. A key aim of ours is to identify the real
‘sticky knowledge’ that needs to be taught within each Geography unit. This will ensure teachers have clear
guidance on what must be taught. A recent renewal of the online platform Digimaps has been purchased,
where there is a wealth of online map resources to aid children’s learning that they can all have access to.
Training for this will be delivered to all teaching staff by the end of this half term. Within our subject time, we
have begun to monitor lessons and planning, carry out book-looks and pupil conferencing, and are reviewing
resources.
Since January, all MTPs have been reviewed and in some cases the unit focus and title have been changed
completely to ensure coverage of NC objectives and plans re-written.  We have looked at the broader
learning journey throughout the school to enable the children to develop their sense of place in the world in
both small and large scales.  Our Toolkit is being adjusted to reflect these changes and the new coverage.
Assessments are being written to reflect the key objectives for each unit.

Curriculum Intent, Implementation, Impact

Intent At St. Mark’s CofE Primary school, we want all our pupils to develop their curiosity and
love for the incredible world around them, and also understand their role and
responsibilities as a global citizen. Children are encouraged to consider our current
climate issues and how they, as the next generation, have a crucial part to play in
bringing hope for the future.

Implementation As a subject, a Geography lesson is on average 1 hour. In many cases, it is taught once a
week within the Geography-led unit, but some year groups also like to block more lessons
within a week to allow children to immerse themselves in the learning. There are 2-3
Geography topics in each year group across the year. We have ensured these are spread
more evenly across the year so that Geography is revisited more frequently and there are
not huge gaps in time between units. Moving forward, we aim for it to be planned around
the key skills for the subject that need to be taught, with a different focus in each year in
which children can apply their knowledge, particularly when comparing different countries
and cultures. We have asked each year group to ensure they start each unit of
Geography with a world map task. This is so that the children regularly revisit this
locational knowledge, building on new places that they have learnt about or experienced.
We identified that this was a point of development due to children not having this world
map knowledge.

Impact Through studying the human and physical characteristics of their local community and
others around the world, children will develop their geographical knowledge,
understanding and vocabulary. They will have opportunities to apply a range of
geographical skills to help them explore, question and investigate the planet.

What Performance Information do you monitor for your subject? - such as book looks, data, planning, pupil conferencing etc



During our subject time last half term, we began monitoring planning to check that what we wanted to be
taught across Autumn had been. We were also able to begin pupil conferencing with children from Year 1
and Year 4 using a set of questions. Year 4 were observed during one lesson within their ‘Rivers’ unit and
children also gave us their favourite piece of work. Year 5 books were looked at to monitor how key skills
were being taught in their North America unit.
Unit assessments

What was progress like within your subject? - eg - good, assessment shows …

Geography is being assessed using the curriculum assessment documents
Newly written assessment aims will be used to monitor outcomes.

What THREE questions are you considering for future developments in your subject? - eg - effective fieldwork,
teacher confidence, more engagement, pupil views, units that make the biggest impact and why etc

How can we develop subject leader knowledge to increase confidence in supporting teachers in the skills
and knowledge they need to teach?
How can we ensure there is effective fieldwork in every year group?
How can we ensure that both knowledge and skills are being taught and assessed?

How does your subject help to further develop inclusion and diversity in and outside the school gates? - how
does your subject promote inclusion (SEND, vulnerable pupils, EAL etc) How does your subject promote & bring to life diversity?

Geography lessons offer the perfect opportunity to celebrate different cultures as children compare and
contrast their lives with others around the world. They are encouraged to approach learning of others’ lives
with an open mind to ensure stereotypes are addressed. Wherever possible, children’s own life experiences
are optimised within the classroom, for example, EAL children teaching their first language to others. Within
Geography lessons, Christian values and HeartSmart principles promote respect for all.

If there was ONE thing you could change or develop in your subject what would it be?

To improve opportunities for fieldwork in all year groups.

What resources have you added to support your subject this year and what was their impact on learning? -eg
- new PE equipment, science equipment, history boxes, DT booklets etc.

Digimaps - teachers have now been trained
Email sent out towards the end of last half term for resource requests. These will be purchased within the
next few weeks and regular emails to be sent for further requests.
Every class now has an age appropriate map.
Compasses and Key Stage appropriate atlases have been bought.

What key resources do you still need and why? Maximum of three!

Atlases, globes
Clipboards to be allocated specifically for Geography fieldwork.

Why do we teach what we teach?

What are the
SIX key skills for
your subject?

1. Geographical enquiry
2. Locational and place knowledge
3. Human and physical geography
4. Fieldwork skills
5. Map skills
6. Geographical skills (eg. Asking geographical questions)

How do you
ensure that
every skill is
taught within
your subject?

Our subject toolkit ensures that each of these skills are covered across KS1 and KS2.
Toolkit has been rewritten to ensure changes that have been made to MTP are included.
To ensure full coverage of the skills and national curriculum objectives, the Hampshire
framework has been used.
Progression of skills are being highlighted in the newly written toolkit.



What is your
rationale for the
curriculum
organisation of
your subject?
Inc. time allocation,
how often it is taught,
links to other subjects
& why,

As a subject, a Geography lesson is on average 1 hour. In many cases, it is taught once a
week within the Geography-led unit, but some year groups also like to block more lessons
within a week to allow children to immerse themselves in the learning. There are 2-3
Geography topics in each year group across the year. We have ensured these are spread
more evenly across the year so that Geography is revisited more frequently and there are
not huge gaps in time between units. As Geography is one of the main drivers for each
topic, other subjects naturally link to the unit where possible.

What have you
done to confirm
that everything
in the NC is
covered?

The NC objectives are set out at the top of our subject toolkit. We have cross-referenced
these with what is expected to be taught in each year group.
MTP have been rewritten or edited to ensure that the national curriculum is covered
effectively throughout the year.

Describe what a
good learner of
your subject
looks like when
they leave St
Mark’s. What are
the key components of
a good learner in your
subject?

When they leave St Mark’s, a good Geographer has curiosity and love for the incredible
world around them, understanding their role and responsibilities as a global citizen. They
will have a strong awareness of the world’s current climate issues and how they play a
crucial part in the solution. They will have all of the skills and knowledge required to
confidently explore, understand and appreciate more of our world to support their future
learning.

What does marking, feedback  and assessment look like in your subject? - think about Live Feedback, FAGS etc.

This is another of our main areas for development. We would like to introduce ‘live marking’ in the style of a
quiz to assess their learning for that lesson. We would also like to introduce pre and post unit assessments
which can be used to inform the FAG statements identified for that unit.

Marking should always be based on the Geography learning rather than their general English skills.
We have asked teachers to begin each lesson with a ‘Geography Jogger’ which will focus on prior learning
and embed their ‘sticky knowledge’.
We are looking at using mini assessment World map tasks.  In KS2,  children will be given a world map at
the start of their first geography unit in the year or possibly first lesson in each unit to develop their locational
knowledge and label places they should know through their St Mark’s geography journey and supplement
with their own personal experience.  This will be differentiated between years 3, 4 and 5 to show continents
and oceans and year 6 to show countries.  At the end of KS1 children will complete a map to show their
knowledge of the UK and a map to show their know the continents and the oceans.

How do you know marking, feedback and assessment has been effective for children’s progress?

Area for development.
New subject assessment and progression has been created to help to gain an understanding of the
children’s outcomes following each unit.

What provision do you make for SEND & vulnerable children in your subject? - how is work scaffolded, how might tasks
be adapted?

Previously, this has been down to year group teachers to adapt, however we will be adding SEN support
suggestions on our subject toolkits and the medium term plans that will be created for each unit.
Scaffolds used to support SEND and vulnerable children. Not all lessons require written outcomes.
Fieldwork opportunities in units encourage enthusiasm and more practical activities for all children to access.

How do you ensure ‘challenge’ for all in your subject and in particular those who are GDS? - what could children
who progress quickly or already know things be challenged?

Previously, this has been down to year group teachers to adapt, however we will be adding ideas for
challenging children on our subject toolkits and the medium term plans that will be created for each unit.
Majority of lessons allow opportunities for children to share ideas, discuss and challenge each other's
thoughts. MTP encourage children to continuously be developing and expanding on their ideas.



What training and development have you received in your subject? - courses, books read, social media followed, subject
associations joined etc.

We are members of the Geographical Association.
We have purchased ‘A framework for a primary geography curriculum - March 2020’ and ‘Primary
geography curriculum guide’ to support us with planning ideas.
We are signed up to receive Primary Geography News updates.
We have been on the following courses:

- Primary Humanities Network Meeting
- Geography Network Meeting
- Digimaps training

Ali will also be attending a course on ‘Developing Outstanding Primary Fieldwork in a Creative Geography
Curriculum’
We are all members of a Geography primary leaders group on facebook.

How has this training and development impacted the learning and progress of children?

It has given us great ideas for resources and lesson ideas that can easily be adapted within year groups. We
have been able to support other year groups with their planning based on some of the materials that we
have been provided with. The digimaps training, which will soon be delivered to all staff, will promote digital
mapping for children - a much-needed skill for them to develop.

What barriers to developing your subject have you encountered and how have you overcome these? - If you
haven’t overcome these, you may want to write what would help.

Subject knowledge and not having the easy flexibility to move around units because they are ‘tied’ with other
subjects or certain times of the year.
Year groups changing lessons over time - hopefully now the toolkits and new MTP will overcome this.
Finding lesson plans/medium terms plans in year group folders.
A lot of time was needed to be spent on reviewing MTPs, rewriting plans, developing our own subject
knowledge in order to create new, purposeful and relevant planning for year groups.  Now that this is in
place we are in a position to adapt the Toolkit and skills progression documents.

What are the key elements of your action plan for Jan 2022 - July 2022? September 2022.

- Develop field work so that every year group has this opportunity
- Create medium term plans to support each year group with the ‘sticky knowledge’ that must be

taught and prior and future knowledge they need to be aware of
- Refine the toolkit - SEN and challenge support
- Deliver Digimaps training to all staff
- Order resources requested by staff

Create opportunities to observe Geography teaching and fieldwork opportunities with the new MTPs.
Work alongside teachers to create more opportunities for fieldwork and create further enthusiasm and
excitement for geography learning.


